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Introduction
In this book, Ron Kovic addresses the plight of American soldiers after they engage in war against terror in Iraq. He relates this situation where the American soldiers have to deal with physical, emotional and psychological pain to his situation back in Vietnam where he served as a Marine Corp and ended up being shot which paralyzed a wheelchair to date.  He describes his decision to join the Marine Corps as a disastrous journey which completely changed his life and those of others in his generation. “The coaches ordered us to do sit-ups and push-ups, accompanied by spinning drills until our faces became sweaty and we became certain we would possibly pass out. “Wanting to become winners and wanting to become the first, is the only important,” said the coaches. “Make the game fair, but make it a win,” they said. They pressured us until we thought we could not do anything more but then they would shout at us so that we could endure the physical pain and then they would yell and shout for us to keep going and drive past all the physical pain and struggle. “More! More!” they shouted. “You want to become a winner, you have work. Train your bodies more than you imagine you can do. A price has to be paid for triumph. You can always do better.” (Kovic 71). Kovic really wanted to become a hero; he wanted to combine all heroes in him into one. He did all it would take to achieve that. He unfolds the picture of that fateful day when he got shot in war and all he could see were shadows of people who walked in pain and numbness. He explains how other victims with him in the ambulance cried in pain and for morphine. He talks about an innocent Korean who was on his way to get a newspaper but accidentally stepped on a bomb which blew his limbs (Kovic 38). Screams were the only voices he could hear. They would also go to the movies and apply what they watched in the real war. He also remembers his youth, “There was a song called Runaway, playing on a Saturday in a spring. He got lost in the song and was striking baseballs and which made him feel like he would live eternally.” (Kovic 57).  
Contradictions in the American Culture
However, Kovic refutes the aspects of the situation of life in America. He thinks that the government has other hidden agendas beyond fighting terrorism that causes war in Iraq and Afghanistan.  For example, in 2008, Americans believed that one of the reasons President Bush invaded Iraq was to take control of oil and give his oil companies cronies. Some Americans also believe the same for Afghanistan’s sixteen-year-old war; the US has been interested in metals such as gold, silver and platinum in the country. He also feels that the government does not care about the lives of these soldiers and that it believes in using violence as a solution to solve terror problems. The government has not learnt from what happened back in Vietnam and has continued to live in lies, distortion and that it tries its best to hide the facts about why they really send the troops to Iraq. They bring home caskets covered with the American flag, yet they do not know what it feels like to deal with the loss of relatives in the war. For example, the number of dead soldiers from Iraq in 2009 was alarming; nine hundred and four. He highlights the post-traumatic stress disorders that soldiers have to deal with due to the fact that they took someone’s life just by a pull of a trigger and the feeling of watching innocent people die in Iraq and children watching people die.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kovic has been severally for advocating against the war. Nothing really seems different from the times of war in Vietnam, but still, Kovic does not tell the American people what solution would work best to counter terror and reduce the deaths of innocent civilians in the war in Iraq and Afghanistan. Also, the fact that he makes Americans believe that their government has hidden intentions, which appear to be minerals, then it almost makes it seem impossible to end the war in these two countries. Therefore, these ugly scenarios at wars might keep reoccurring like the one he describes on the day he got shot. He remembers that day, “I recall all of us stopped and took a look for a minute, everybody ran all over, we began firing back automatics, every man escaped and only Kovic remained to fire towards the village. I had been wounded, the war had reached my body eventually, it was a nice feeling inside, and the war had reached me eventually. Culture offers life to us; it does not matter whether it means dying.”(Kovic 211).
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